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I found Simone’s book on a website and offered to read and review it for her. 

Before the review, I’ve decided to add a note here to say that I praise Simone for writing this book. It’s refreshing to find a book with new ideas for the storyline. You’d be hard pressed to find an original plot to sci-fi/fantasy books these days. This book has all of the favorites- suspense, sadness, and even a sense of morbid humor! 

At the beginning of the book I felt that the author was keeping us in the dark about parts of the story, and I found myself saying “Huh?” more than once. But, fortunately for the reader, the story unfolds nicely over the following 300 pages. I realized that it’s actually fun to not always have things spelled out for you in a story, it keeps you wanting more. We meet Hannah, a character who is trained to be meek by monks, but whose strong-willed nature shows through by the end of the book. She begins a jouney that takes her through many life lessons involving her family. She is kidnapped by one family member, almost killed by another- and she learns to love and hate others- emotions that her monk teachers would frown upon. Hannah’s powers are unlocked halfway through the story- her ability to Read people simply by touching them. Hannah must learn to control this power or be driven mad by the visions of people’s past. Hannah has to make some tough decisions over the course of her journey, but it makes her character even stronger.

I feel that I have to be a bit vague with this review because I don’t want to reveal any of the plot twists and hope that it will encourage you to read this book for yourself! Simone sets this book up nicely for both a prequel and a sequel- which she is currently working on. I believe that Simone’s writing will just get better and grow with each future book. Simone, keep writing~!

	Reviewer: Daniel Jolley, Top Reviewer http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933157046/ref=sr_11_1/103-0492100-4874254?%5Fencoding=UTF8 

With its oft-changing scenery, conglomeration of different cultural ways of life, and links to both the infinite and the abstract, Moon Child sweeps the reader along on an intriguing journey full of surprise, betrayal, discovery, misery, accomplishment, and all manner of unforeseen events. Simoney Maroney has created a world as fascinating as it is ever-changing. Prophecy has its hands all over young Hannah, a most unusual young lady born for a difficult but culturally critical life in the world of the author's rich imagination. Hannah is the daughter of a Priest and Priestess, a girl trained in the arts and knowledge of both, for prophecy says she must preserve and keep alive the Memories of her people after the coming devastation of a great flood (and the destruction of the priestly order). 

Hannah grows up in a monastery with her father, where she learns the ways of the priests - which is forbidden. So it is that she and her father are banished and go to seek a new life elsewhere. They are quickly separated, however, as Hannah is kidnapped by what turns out to be family. As the book progresses, Hannah is handed off among a number of different parties. When she is first taken from her father, she is transported to a village and established as a Reader - with the local Mother dying, a Reader is required in order to oversee the succession. The new Mother, who turns out to be Hannah's half-sister, is quite young and impetuous. In the village, Hannah also encounters an old woman with the blood of the ancients in her veins and finds herself compelled to perform a proper ceremony for her funeral. She learns much about her gifts from this experience, but she soon parts with the new Mother to retreat from the rising floods. Suddenly, she's taken by an old woman who turns out to be something less than a stranger, and they forge a torturous trail through jungle and across desert - until fate steps in to change Hannah's life once more. She is eventually reunited with her father in a new village, one seemingly free of the Renunciate forces that would deprive their fellow man of all knowledge and progress. She takes on an integral role in this new community, yet her present and future are still far from secure. Moon Child is not the end of Hannah's story, and the author has paved the way for a much-anticipated sequel quite well. 

Moon Child is a wonderfully imaginative work of fantasy, full of surprises and suspense. Betrayal, tragedy, and that whole prophecy thing make Hannah's life exceedingly difficult and complicated. She struggles to understand the Gift she was born with, even as she's kidnapped, tricked, and shanghaied on a regular basis. The important people in her life are mysteries in and of themselves - including (maybe even especially) her father. Many of those she comes in contact with are something quite different from what they initially claim, her protectors often seem to come and go on their own terms, and the individuals capable of teaching Hannah how to use her Gift cannot be trusted implicitly. All of this makes Hannah a most sympathetic character indeed. Warm of heart, remarkably resilient, and perpetually buffeted with doubts and fears, her humanity proves to be a gift almost as special as the unique gifts bestowed upon her by the Goddess. 

The sociological and cultural aspects of the novel are intriguing. Much influence lies on the female side of things, as the local Mother (a sort of shaman) of each Goddess-worshiping community speaks with the authority of the Great Mother. Hannah did receive some training from the Great Mother in one of her human guises, but not enough to truly understand her Gift. Her access to the Memories is strong, but she has to figure out how to use this great source of knowledge to take on the tasks of Healer and Reader. She also has to make sure she takes the appropriate steps to preserve the Memories for future generations - and, as her difficult quest takes all kinds of twists and turns, the mere act of surviving is a constant challenge for her. 

I was quite impressed by Moon Child. The novel features a surprising amount of action, a robust plot, wonderfully complex characters, a challenging interaction between spiritual and worldly matters, and a definite aura of originality. As a reader, I was never sure what would happen next - I just knew I wanted to be there when it happened.
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an adventure, fantasy novel, July 27, 2005 http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933157046/ref=sr_11_1/103-0492100-4874254?%5Fencoding=UTF8   

Reviewer:

Lillian Brummet (Canada) - See all my reviews
"Moon Child by Simone Maroney is a larger sized adventure, fantasy novel with 55 chapters. The story line involves complex relationships between six main characters, which are delicately balanced leaving room for intrigue. 

Hanna, the chief character, was selected from birth by the Goddess, given special training and endowed with `gifts' the elders call the `Memories'. As Hanna goes through many travelling adventures, she becomes respected and known as the `One' a `Reader' and a `Healer'. 

Her father, a priest and a shaman in the village tries to protect her while making Hanna learn to stand on her own. Manon, a dear friend and fellow `Healer', helps Hanna find a position in the same village that tried to kill her. Raer, her childhood friend, whose brain was inadvertently injured during play, becomes a valuable aid to Hanna and her adopted village. Janna, Hanna's archenemy, keeps people at attention with her evil and treacherous behavior. A little romance is thrown in with Jio, also known as `Maih', who is actually Janna's brother. 

So much is going on in the book that readers may find themselves stopping to retrace a few pages. I enjoyed reading this novel and found that it reminded me a little of Clan of the Cave Bear - because of the tribal differences, traveling and `gifts' the chief character endures. Sometimes being selected by the Gods brings a tumultuous life!" 

~ Lillian Brummet - Book Reviewer - Co-author of the book Trash Talk, a guide for anyone concerned about his or her impact on the environment - Author of Towards Understanding, a collection of poetry. (http://www.sunshinecable.com/~drumit) 


Review: (novelspot.net) http://novelspot.net/node/1627 
With fantasy you have the heroine or hero, reluctantly or with fear, sent away from all that is safe and familiar. You have the “quest”, the arduous journey; the dream so close, lost, then regained before the final line, and you are left with a contented sigh. In the good ones, at least.

Moon Child has its moments when the words fade away and there is only the story. It gets to you because it seems quite possible that there really could a world of magic, an Earth so like ours, but somehow twisted. There are all the elements of a good fantasy, and a taste of realism that comes primarily from one thing: our heroine Hanna is forced to escape from the Monastery where she was raised among men. Because of forbidden knowledge and a prophecy of doom, she must go on “the quest”. The thing is no one has told her what the “quest” is! Along the way, it seems everyone else does know; from her father, and various other characters that kidnap, snatch, save, and otherwise pull her off a path she has no idea where it leads. After all, she is the "one". However Hanna has no knowledge of who or what the "one" is, and frankly does not want to know.

I thoroughly enjoyed this story. My only real complaints are that while some of the messiness and daily dealings of life are good details, too much of it bog down the story. There are also times the story goes one way and, as if it lost its train of thought, tells a completely different story before going back to the main thread. This can be a good way to set up sub plots, but not if the plot is never really developed. Granted this book is screaming for a sequel, but even before that, it would help to have the plots a bit more formed, if only so the reader has something to mull over while waiting for the next book.

If you like your fantasy grounded in day-to-day occurrences, with all the messy and glorious details, then Moon Child is for you. If you are looking for grand battles, ferocious dragons and a powerful Mage, this book is not for you. The magic is subtle and yet powerful in its own way. Give this book a chance and you will have a good solid read. I intend to keep my eye on this writer and watch her develop.

Reviewer : Nancy Louise
© Febuary 2006

	Tregolwyn Book Reviews http://tregolwyn.tripod.com/id178.html 
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Review by Deborah Fisher 

Simone Maroney’s new novel, Moonchild, has the kind of prologue we’ve all read – and many of us have written – and it was perhaps only from seeing it on the screen of my PC, rather than on the page, that it dawned on me what a cliché it’s becoming. That’s not to invalidate it as a method of opening, or to say that Simone Maroney doesn’t do it well. It’s a device intended to whet the reader’s appetite, and sometimes to confuse or disorientate, so that you really aren’t sure what is coming next.

Fantasy fiction isn’t my preferred genre, but as the genre goes, this is well-written. The somewhat stylized dialogue is believable, and the descriptive passages attractive. Hanna, the main character, is an appealing tomboyish waif, whose widowed father, Hiam, condemns them both to exile from their community by his actions. Naturally, as if you couldn’t guess from the title, there is something special about Hanna. She is chosen, destined, as so many heroes and heroines of fantasy fiction are, to guide her people out of trouble. To achieve her destiny, she needs the help of the Blessed Mother, a mysterious quasi-religious figure.

Other characters in the book are equally vividly drawn: Hanna’s father Hiam with his strong principles, the enigmatic Janna and the demented Raer, the rebellious Jio and the timorous Manon, strong-willed Teliana and her wise grandfather Teliano. I admit that there were times when I found all the weird names somewhat confusing, which is a shame given the time it must have taken Ms Maroney to think of them. That’s not to mention the family relationships that play an integral role in the plot.

This is a complex story, rich in symbolism. Soon Hanna begins to learn how she will fulfil the purpose for which she was born, but first she must learn to face conflict and adversity as she travels through strange and hostile places in search of her journey’s end. She and her father are constantly on the run from the "Renunciates", whose main goal in life seems to be to stop other people having a good time, and they become separated. Hanna’s encounter with Vi threatens another kind of captivity, but she overcomes all obstacles to be reunited with her father. The epilogue reveals that all is not as it seems. Dark forces remain unconquered, and there is the promise of further episodes in the saga.

I really wish that I could get excited about this kind of story, but I’m afraid it isn’t for me, which is probably why it took me so long to finish reading it. If you do like fantasy and mysticism, however, I predict you will quickly find yourself spellbound by this glimpse of another world. 




 
MOON CHILD ~ Simone Maroney
Draumr Publishing
ISBN: 1-933157-04-6
July 2005
Fantasy
www.simonemaroney.com
Reviewed By Brian Kaufman
Round Table Reviews 

http://www.roundtablereviews.com/roundtable/Archives/maroneysimone7505.htm 

 

	 

Hanna has been raised at an all-male monastery by her widowed father. When she inadvertently reveals that she knows the secret language of the priests, both she and her father are exiled.
Hanna’s father wishes to restore the knowledge of a past civilization (called the Ancients), a desire not shared by everyone. The "Renunciates" want to end progress and limit human knowledge.
Hanna has "Gifts," powers that she can’t yet understand or control. This is a concern, because there are consequences for misused powers. A female Shaman in a village that worships the Goddess likes to play with the weather, and coupled with a meteor impact, the weather-witch unleashes a flood.
Hanna’s inland escape from the rising waters leads to a solitary search for her father. She finds him, acting as Shaman for a village, just in time for the Solstice festival, a celebration that requires a sacrificial victim. . .
Magic takes a back seat to human conflict in this fantasy. Author Simone Maroney’s narrative is fueled by an obvious knowledge of Neolithic religions. Her female characters are strong and well-drawn, a joy to read. Maroney doesn’t co-opt a world of elves and dwarves from the work of other authors. Instead, she constructs a believable, post-apocalyptic world from past cultures.
MOON CHILD is a good read, recommended to fantasy fans who like a touch of realism in their tale.
  


http://www.myshelf.com/scifi_fantasy/05/moonchild.htm
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Moon Child
by Simone Maroney


      In Moon Child, Simone Maroney has crafted an interesting fantasy in a world where the Mother Goddess appears often in human form and instructs those she chooses. Young Hanna, a victim of her father's manipulations and a prophesy made at her birth by the Priestesses, has been educated by the Priests and given forbidden knowledge by her father. As a young woman, she is forced to flee her home, beginning a long journey of self-discovery and revelation about her own destiny in the world. 

Hanna first seeks out her father and finds that his ambition, though centered on her own contribution, does not really involve her. She finds an aunt and cousin and once again sees her own life part of someone else's broader schemes. Only when she stubbornly seeks her own path does she find where her destiny is leading her. But, once again the journey is not easy. 

The characters in Moon Child are believable and draw the reader's sympathy. The landscape in which they are portrayed is varied and complex. The differing cultural systems that Maroney portrays in Moon Child have their own rules and modes of conduct. They make interesting reading, especially for those of us with a fascination for anthropology and what motivates groups. 

The book's ending is logical, though not a decisive one. That may be because there will be a sequel in the future, which is hinted at in the epilogue. Another book would be most welcome, not just to revisit Hanna and her new found community, but to answer some of the questions left open in this book. Simone Maroney, please continue the saga of Hanna's plight. Let us know what will happen to her.
	The Book
Dramr Publishing
July 2005
Paperback
1-933157-04-6
Fantasy
More at Amazon.com
Excerpt
NOTE: 
The Reviewer
Janie Franz
Reviewed 2005
NOTE: Reviewer Janie Franz is the author of Freelance Writing: It’s a Business, Stupid!, Relaxation Techniques for Children, Relaxation Techniques for Adults; Co-author of The Ultimate Wedding Reception Book and The Ultimate Wedding Ceremony Book. Coming Soon: The Ultimate Wedding Workbook, Get Rich on Love, and Sacred Breath (a sound recording of relaxation meditations).
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Draumr Publishing, Publisher of Moon Child: www.draumrpublishing.com
Spiral Publishing, Inc., publisher of The Blue Sphere: www.spiralpublishinginc.com
Haunted Encounters (three stories as Sandra Faunières, Departed Pets, Around the World, Family and Friends): http://www.hauntedencounters.com/ 

Into the Mystic (pen name of Sandra Faunières) browse the site for other stories:

http://intothemystic.biz/image-details/detaillilacbreeze.htm 

Journal (updated daily): http://simonemaroney.blogspot.com/
It’s refreshing to find a book with new ideas for the storyline. You’d be hard pressed to find an original plot to sci-fi/fantasy books these days. This book has all of the favorites- suspense, sadness, and even a sense of morbid humor! 

Review by Kristian of American Bibliophile.  Please click here for the complete review.

The novel features a surprising amount of action, a robust plot, wonderfully complex characters, a challenging interaction between spiritual and worldly matters, and a definite aura of originality. As a reader, I was never sure what would happen next - I just knew I wanted to be there when it happened.
 Review by Daniel Jolley, Top Amazon.com reviewer.  Please click here for the complete review.

I enjoyed reading this novel and found that it reminded me a little of Clan of the Cave Bear - because of the tribal differences, traveling and `gifts' the chief character endures.

Review by Lillian Brummett, co-author of Trash Talk.  Please click here for the full review.

Moon Child has its moments when the words fade away and there is only the story. It gets to you because it seems quite possible that there really could a world of magic, an Earth so like ours, but somehow twisted.

Review by Nancy Louise of Novelspot.net. Please click here for the full review.
Author Simone Maroney’s narrative is fueled by an obvious knowledge of Neolithic religions. Her female characters are strong and well-drawn, a joy to read.

Review by Brian Kaufman, Author of The Breach.  Please click here for the full review.

The somewhat stylized dialogue is believable, and the descriptive passages attractive. Hanna, the main character, is an appealing tomboyish waif, whose widowed father, Hiam, condemns them both to exile from their community by his actions. Naturally, as if you couldn’t guess from the title, there is something special about Hanna.
Review by Deborah Fisher of Tregolwyn Book Reviews.  Please click here for the full review.

The differing cultural systems that Maroney portrays in Moon Child have their own rules and modes of conduct. They make interesting reading, especially for those of us with a fascination for anthropology and what motivates groups. 

Review by Janie Franz, Author of Freelance Writing: It’s a Business, Stupid!.  Please click here for the full review.

http://tregolwyn.tripod.com/id178.html
